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Cole Kupsch, a student at the Spooner High
School, works as a machinist at T&T
Manufacturing. Located in Spooner, T&T
Manufacturing is a company that provides weld
fixtures, machining and fabrication solutions to
manufacturers in the Upper Midwest. Cole
credits his teacher and Youth Apprenticeship
District Coordinator, Mr. Josh Tischer, for
getting him involved with the company and
encouraging him to participate in Youth
Apprenticeship. 

Students like Cole are simultaneously enrolled in academic classes to meet
high school graduation requirements in a related class while maintaining
employment under the supervision of a skilled mentor.

Youth Apprenticeship (YA) is a Department of Workforce
Development program that integrates school-based and work-
based learning to instruct students in employability and
occupational skills. 
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In addition to
school and

work, Cole is a
sprinter on the
Spooner track

team.
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THE CESA 11 YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP
TEAM IS EXCITED FOR YOUR FUTURE, COLE!

Cole has been in his position at T&T Manufacturing for nearly
a year, during which time the Youth Apprenticeship program
has supported his experience in a variety of ways. His related
instruction courses included Welding 1 and metals
Technology, and also funded the required OSHA 10 and first
Aid trainings. In addition, funds from the program were used
to purchase boots that Cole uses on the job.

Cole plans on going to college, but considers his skills and
experience in machining a “super useful skill” and
something that he can rely on regardless of his future
education and career choices. He says his parents have
been involved in his career pathway and have talked
about keeping the skills he has used as a machinist in
mind as he makes future career decisions.

Crediting the program as a good way to learn a trade, Cole says
that he would recommend the program to other students. And
further, Cole shared that he was considering opportunities
through Northwood Technical College to further pursue
apprenticeship after high school. Although he is still weighing
his options for the future, as graduation draws near he knows
he can rely on the skills gained and future career growth as a
result of his Youth Apprenticeship experience. 


