
Scott Cebery has grown up around big equipment, trucking and excavating. And
through the Unity High School’s Youth Apprenticeship (YA) program, Scott has been
able to enjoy working alongside his dad at their family business, Cebery Excavating &
Trucking, while gaining experience through related instruction at school. Scott’s
teachers, Jaclyn Ahlgren and Lisa Jagielo identified Scott as an ideal candidate for
Youth Apprenticeship and encouraged him to participate in the program his junior
year in high school. Although Scott has grown up with the family business and helped
out his entire life, YA enhanced his role in the workforce and has provided on-the-job
support and enrichment. How? The program allows him to leave school early and start
working. Scott has completed numerous Tech Ed and Agriculture classes that have
helped gain skills necessary for his job. These related courses include Forestry,
Welding, Farm 2 School and Math classes. Scott also shared that funds from the YA
program provided him with a winter Carhartt jacket that he wears on the job. 
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About YA, Scott said “not only do I learn
new skills and get extra support, but I
also earn money”. Scott is in his 2nd
year of YA and plans to pursue a career
in excavating and possibly farming after
graduation. “I have grown up with both
of these careers and enjoy them. I
would like to work in the family
business and hopefully one day take it
over.”
Scott said he initially decided to work
with his dad because “I enjoy this type
of work and wanted to know more
about the business end of it”. He cites
his parents as being highly involved in
his career pathway and very supportive
of his choices.
Scott says that the YA program has
helped him become a better worker
and person at the same time. Through
YA, “I am able to share my experiences
and teach others”. He says that he
would recommend the program to
others, because in his experience it has
been very useful, supportive, and fun.
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Jaime Weness, Unity High School staff member,
cited Scott as a "pleasant, dependable, and

committed student. He will be a tremendous
asset to the local workforce!"

YA District Coordinator, Lisa Jagielo, said
“Scott is enthusiastic and passionate about

his work at Cebery Excavating. I enjoy
hearing about the different jobs he is

working on and the machinery that he gets
to operate on the job site. He is able to

connect the lessons he has learned at school
to his daily operations at work. Scott is likely
to become a full-time employee of the family

business some day and youth
apprenticeship has helped allow him to gain
additional experiences that will help prepare

him for the future. I look forward to him
completing his level 2 youth apprenticeship

year this spring.”

Youth apprentices are allowed to work in some
prohibited occupations because they meet the criteria

of "student learner". When Scott turned 18, he was
able to operate all of the company's equipment.


