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Isaac Quimby has gotten a jump start on a career that he is
passionate about through Grantsburg High School’s Youth
Apprenticeship (YA) program. The program, facilitated locally
by CESA 11, provides supported on-the-job training coupled
with in-school related instruction. This combination of training
and mentorship has prepared Isaac for his current position
and for a successful future in pipefitting and machine repair.
Isaac learned about the program through his transition
coordinator, Ms. Suzie Retzer. Ms. Retzer is in charge of the
Youth Apprenticeship program and worked with Isaac to get
him involved in a career pathway that he was interested in. 

Isaac is currently employed at D.R. Tech, a company that
specializes in building stainless steel equipment for the dairy
industry. He started this apprenticeship at the beginning of his
junior year, logging 10 hours a week. Now in his senior year,
he is able to work from 6am to noon, allowing him to work 30
hours a week as a welder and fabricator before reporting to
school for his afternoon classes. Isaac said of the program and
his experiences, “being supported at work is everything”. He
spoke very positively about the on-the-job mentorship, noting
that his colleagues are willing to answer questions and lend a
hand. From this experience, Isaac indicated that a transition to
full-time employment would be seamless. Along with on-the-
job mentorship and training, another component of YA is
related instruction. This school-based learning is intended to
complement the skills that the student needs at work. For
Isaac, this related instruction has included a lot of math. He
shared that every math course he has taken has contributed
to his success at work. “My job is 10% welding and 90%
problem solving, which requires a lot of math”. 
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