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Cole Klevgard credits the Durand Youth Apprenticeship (YA) program for supporting his
hands-on work experience at Adam’s Super Service in downtown Durand. Through the

program, Cole has had the opportunity to explore his area of career interest while making
money and earning credits towards high school graduation.

Cole said he noticed that some upperclassmen were able to leave school to report to
work, so he decided to talk to the Durand Youth Apprenticeship Coordinator, Kyle

Danzinger, to learn more. Cole said he was interested in learning more about working on
cars and having a career that is important. He shared that his dad helped him secure the

job at Adam’s Super Service, a job that he has had for 2 years now.
Through YA, Cole takes courses that are related to his role at work. In one class, called
Simple Fixes, he learned a variety of topics including mechanics to computer design.
Another course that Cole said has been useful was Welding, coming in handy when

working with exhaust systems and other metal repairs at work.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When asked how YA has supported Cole
at work, he replied that he appreciated
the opportunity to leave school during

the day to work, a flexibility in the
Durand YA program that has allowed

him to achieve more hours and increase
his earnings. In addition, participating in

the program has allowed Cole to earn
credits towards graduation, something

that he says has made his schedule a lot
more manageable.

Cole says that he would recommend YA
to other students because it gives them a

chance to get into the workforce and
gain hands-on experience in a field of
interest. A benefit of the program, he

says, is that “it not only helps you learn
what kind of job you like, but also what

you don’t like to do. That really helps
students find a well-suited career path.”
As for Cole’s plans for the future? He is

working on achieving Master Technician
status by the end of next year. To do so,
he plans to complete the Automotive
Service Excellence (ASE) tests. He said

his mom has really pushed him to watch
and observe the business side of the

company to expand his options and give
him more ideas on deciding the next

steps in his future career.
 

Of Youth
Apprenticeship, Cole

says “I think this
hands-on experience
will benefit me in the

long run”.


