Spooner Agricultural Education Department- Course Syllabus

Large Animal Science

Teacher:  Mrs. Olson-Rosenbush






Course Length:  1 quarter

Course Description:

This is NOT your traditional “sows, cows, and plows” class!  Large Animal Science is a great opportunity for students to develop an understanding of how animals are raised to provide us with the meat, milk, eggs and fibers that we all depend upon for our survival.  We will discuss a wide range of traditional and alternative agricultural animals from dairy cows to alligators to honeybees.  We will study digestion, reproduction, meat and milk production, genetics and ethics of biotechnology.  We will explore issues related to animal behavior and welfare, consumer concern, and the many career paths available in the large animal sciences.  
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Course Objectives:

1. To acquaint the student with employment information and career opportunities in large animal science.
2. To develop students awareness of the history of production agriculture in Wisconsin.

3. Be familiar with current terminology used in large animal science.
4. To develop an understanding of the range, values and uses of production animals.
5. To enhance students appreciation and understanding of the complex relationships between large animal science and the environment.  

6. To develop an understanding of how our food and fiber industry produces the “raw product” and how that is transformed to a retail product for consumers.
7. Explain agriculture practices that can be effectively employed to raise a quality product for use.
8. To develop an understanding of basic animal processes including digestion, growth, and reproduction.
Units To Be Covered:





Course Activities:
* Animal Agriculture as a Science




* Class discussion
* The Large Animal Industry





* Audio-visual presentations

* The Poultry Industry





* Lab projects

* The Dairy Industry






* Chapter assignments

* The Aquaculture Industry





* Field trip

* Alternative Animal Agriculture




* Article reviews

* The Classification of Agriculture Animals


* Consumer Concerns
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* The Issue of Animal Welfare


* Animal Behavior


* Animal Genetics



* The Reproduction Process


* Animal Growth and Development


* Animal Nutrition


* Meat Science


* Parasites of Agricultural Animals


* Animal Diseases


* Careers in Large Animal Science







